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Wise Men from the East
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= Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem
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The spot where Jesus is believed to
have been born
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The Three Movements of the Christmas Story
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Overture: One proclamation — Announcing the conception by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1)
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Climax: Two acclamations — Angels and shepherds praising God (Luke 2)
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Finale: Three gifts — Wise men from the east came to worship (Matthew 2)
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2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,

2:2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”

2:3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him;
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2:4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.

2:5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:

2:6 ““And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will
shepherd my people Israel.””
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2:7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star had appeared.

2:8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too
may come and worship him.”

2:9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the
star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to
rest over the place where the child was.
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2:10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
2:11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

2:12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.
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What great wisdom was displayed by the wise men from the east?
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—. TR L HIEE  Studying God’s words
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“Knowledge is power” — Sir Francis Bacon, English philosopher
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Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, for the
gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. (Proverbs
3:13-14)
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If we say “Knowledge is the integration of structured experiences, values, relevant
information and expert insights that provides a framework for evaluating and
generating new experiences and information,” then wisdom is the ability to use
knowledge to make proper judgment.
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“Let every student be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed, to
consider well the maine end of his life and studies is to know God
and Jesus Christ which is eternal life, Jn. 17:3, and therefore to lay
Christ in the bottome, as the only foundation of all sound knowledge
and Learning. And seeing the Lord only giveth wisdome. Let every
one seriously set himself by prayer in secret to seeke it of him.”

Mission Statement of Harvard University, 1646
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Seeking the Savior rather than making up to a king
o HHRRK, MAZREET
Focusing on the future rather than caring only for the
present
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“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem”
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Seeking the Savior rather than making up to a king
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Focusing on the future rather than caring only for the present
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A star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel. (Numbers 24:17)
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But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of
old, from Ancient days. (Micah 5:2)
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. (lsaiah 9:6)
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And assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he (Herod the Great) inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born.
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He (Jesus) came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. (John 1:11)
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Human ignorance is not due to lack of knowledge but due to not
believing in God’s words and revelations. Having the knowledge
about the Savior without the guidance of the Holy Spirit is useless.
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After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had

seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the
child was.
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It is impossible to have a scientific explanation of the guiding star. It was
simply a miracle! When we seek a heart of wisdom, God gives the guidance of
the Holy Spirit. When we obey the guidance of the Holy Spirit, God gives the
blessings of eternal life.
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Valuing revelations rather than relying on experiences
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Taking actions rather than waiting in hesitation
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God is the Lord of creation and the source of wisdom. True wisdom
comes from following the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
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The Greek word tarraso (trouble) means that the heart is greatly disturbed into a state of
confusion.

Herod the Great was the typology of the Antichrist. He represents sin and the power of evil.
Jerusalem represents the worldly value system and ideology.

Jesus came to shake and judge the world, so they were troubled.
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Without words, baby Jesus shook the king’s authority; in a split second a decision was made.
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Humbling ourselves rather than refusing in pride
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Offering treasures rather than loving the world
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FACEBOOK CEO TO DONATE 99% OF SHARES
S45 BILLION WOULD GO TOWARDS LEARNING, HEALTH

rintendent Garry McCarthy fired by Mayor Rahm Emanuel amid controversy over ¢ RS 22.22
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There are two roads in front of Christ Jesus, and everyone needs to make a decision
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Follow the reasoning of Herod the Great: refusal, resistance, and destruction

WERTREEREEGE: —FoR, &y, =Wul.

Follow the reasoning of the wise men: seeking, proclaiming, and worshiping
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Wise men from the east

Following a star for thousands of miles
The world is small

The history is long

Chatting about the Savior on high ground
Presenting frankincense in a little house
Leaving with good news

Riding camels all the way home
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of the Holy Spirit

N Worshiping the majesty of the Christ
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Seeking the Savior and focusing on the future will remind us to study God’s words
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Valuing revelations and taking actions will urge us to carry out the Lord’s commission
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Humbling ourselves and offering treasures will drive us to pursue life in the Lord
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“So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.”
(Psalm 90:12)




