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et It Be To Me According To Your Word

Bilfaes1:26-38
Luke 1:26-38
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Mary has not had fair treatment

either from Protestants or Catholics.
—A.T. Robertson

Artwork by Mike Moyers
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26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from
God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored
one, the Lord is with you!”
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29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive In
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his father David,
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33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the
angel, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?” 35 And the
angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son
of God.
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36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her
who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible
with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, | am the servant of
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the
angel departed from her.
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26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were
wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful,
not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what Is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what iIs
weak In the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what Is
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to
bring to nothing things that are,
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29 so that no human being might boast In the presence of
God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as It i1s written, “Let
the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” ( 1 Cor 1:26-31 )
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Gabriel: Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!

Mary: she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be.
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Gabriel : Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with

God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
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Mary . How will this be, since | am a virgin?
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Grariel : The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her
who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”
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Mary : Behold, | am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.
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Mary serves as an exemplary model of faith for us Christians. May we,
like her, approach God's word with awe and contemplation, asking
sincere questions and willingly submitting ourselves— "' | am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word."
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Christ could be born a thousand times in Bethlehem
— but all in vain until He 1s born in me.
Angelus Silesius
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