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God as A Mother:
The Biblical Imagery of God’s Motherhood
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Two Important Notes about Biblical Imagery
(Analogy and Metaphor)
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* 1. When we say analogically, “God is like a mother,” we are
following the order of knowing. We work our way UP through the
knowledge of human motherhood to understand divine
motherhood. We move from the familiar and known to the
unfamiliar and unknown. We must keep in mind that we speak
and understand God’s motherhood in human terms, but human
experience does NOT define and shape God’s motherhood.
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2. In the order of being, we say “Mother is like God.” We work our

way DOWN by allowing the divine reality of God’s perfect
motherhood to redeem our flawed human motherhood. We
move from the divine reality to the human reality. We admit that
God’s motherhood is the ideal we pursue but will never fully
attain. In this case, journey, not destination, is all that matters.




1.A Laborlng Female Warrior in the Battlefield
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13 The Lord goes out like a mighty man, like a man of war
ne stirs up his zeal; he cries out, he shouts aloud, he shows
nimself mighty against his foes. 4 For a long time | have
neld my peace; | have kept still and restrained myself; now
will cry out like a woman in labor. (Is 42:13-14, ESV)
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2. A Mother Gently Comfortlng her Child
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As one whom his mother comforts, so | will comfort you
(Is 66:13a, ESV)




3. A Mother Never Forgetting her Child
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14 But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has
forgotten me.” ° “Can a woman forget her nursing
child, that she should have no compassion on the son of her
womb? Even these may forget, yet | will not forget you. (Is
49:14-15, ESV)
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Closing Prayer

A Prayer from Dorothy M. Stewart
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Dear Lord, there are so many kinds of mothers who
have blessed us with their love and care:
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Our own birth-mothers who carried us and labored
for us in so many ways, and no matter how old we
may be will always have a special place in our
hearts;




AN ABNAE - W WEZRENESFAES - o
TI]E’J)ﬂZIJJ’@*ﬁﬁHLJE’Jﬂij EJJI]";E

Foster-mothers, adoptive mothers, and stepmothers
whose task of picking up the pieces is not easy and
whose successes are the more glorious for the
effort involved,;
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and all the other strong and holy and loving women
who have taught us and nurtured us, encouraged
us and guided us.
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Thank you, Father God, for all the mothering we
nave received. Bless all whose lives have blessed
ours and may we, in our turn, bless the lives of

others. In the Lord" s name. Amen.
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