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u International migration

While much migration is
regional, globalization
has made immigrant
populations increasingly
diverse. Although only
three percent of the
world’s population are
international migrants,

several major cities have
immigrants from almost
every country. Temporary
migration generally
exceeds permanent
settlement. However,
the movement of family
members to join

someone who is taking
up permanent residence
is a significant part of
annual migration. As

a result, family and
community networks are
becoming transnational,
with links in several
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countries. At the same ’ }
time, the economic, /

cultural, and linguistic
integration of immi-
grants, who may one
day become citizens,
is a major goal for
many governments,
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Reasons immigrants came to the United States

What were the main reasons you or your parents decided to immigrate to
the United States? [Select all that apply]

Came for economic opportunities 53%

Came for freedom 29%

Came to be with family 20%

Fleeing political persecution 17%

Fleeing violence 17%

Came for children to attend U.S. public 15%
schools 9

Fleeing religious persecution - 12%
Came to attend college/university - 12%

Came for American welfare benefits - 8%

SOURCE: CATO INSTITUTE 2021 IMMIGRATION SURVEY
Note: Asked of first- and second-generation immigrants
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| can‘t wait to see Jesus. Send me homel
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